
PRAYER DURING THE DAY FOR MAY 2022 
Text in bold may be said by all, if saying it with others.   

 
O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
Psalm 25.3 

PRAISE 
A hymn, song, canticle, extempore praise or 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are quite naturally impatient in everything  
to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way  
to something unknown, something new. 
 
And yet it is the law of all progress 
that it is made by passing through some  
stages of instability— 
and that it may take a very long time. 
 
And so I think it is with you; 
your ideas mature gradually—let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on, 
as though you could be today what time 
(that is to say, grace and circumstances  
acting on your own good will) 
will make of you tomorrow. 
 
Only God could say what this new spirit 
gradually forming within you will be. 
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 
that his hand is leading you, 
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
in suspense and incomplete. 

 
-Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ   excerpt from Hearts on Fire 

 

 THE WORD OF GOD 

A two-week cycle of Psalms is listed on the right.  
Use whole or in part. 
 
Follow the Psalm with  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen. Alleluia. 
 
  

Day Week 1 Week 2 

Monday 47 23 

Tuesday 93 62 

Wednesday 97 67 

Thursday 113 74 

Friday  106. 1-18 78. 1-39 

Saturday  106.19-48 

78. 40-72 

https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter/psalm-106
https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter/psalm-111
https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter/psalm-145
https://www.churchofengland.org/common-material/psalter/psalm-146


READINGS 

 
Monday 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.  And he will destroy on this 
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 
swallow up death forever. 
 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation. 

Isaiah 25.6-9 

Tuesday 
Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? Clean out the old yeast so that you 
may be a new batch, as you really are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 
Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

1 Corinthians 5.6b-8 
 
Wednesday 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 
 
A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 
 
He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him 
the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.” 

John 21.15-17 
 
Thursday 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations 
far away; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit under 
their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid. 

Micah 4.1-4a 

Friday 
The community of believers was one in heart and mind. None of them would say, “This is mine!” about 
any of their possessions but held everything in common.  The apostles continued to bear powerful witness 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and an abundance of grace was at work among them all.  There 
were no needy persons among them. Those who owned properties or houses would sell them, bring the 
proceeds from the sales, and place them in the care and under the authority of the apostles. Then it was 
distributed to anyone who was in need. 



 
Joseph, whom the apostles nicknamed Barnabas (that is, “one who encourages”), was a Levite from 
Cyprus.  He owned a field, sold it, brought the money, and placed it in the care and under the authority of 
the apostles. 

Acts 4. 32-37 

Saturday 
Jesus asked, “What is God’s kingdom like? To what can I compare it?  It’s like a mustard seed that 
someone took and planted in a garden. It grew and developed into a tree and the birds in the sky nested 
in its branches.” 
 
Again he said, “To what can I compare God’s kingdom?  It’s like yeast, which a woman took and hid in a 
bushel of wheat flour until the yeast had worked its way through the whole.” 

Luke 13. 18-21 

RESPONSE 

Silence, study, reading, or song. Then these words: 

The Spirit of the Father, who raised Christ Jesus from the dead,  

gives life to the people of God. Alleluia.  

Prayers 
Use these prompts to begin to hear where God is leading you in the sacred conversation of prayer.  
Perhaps you could wrap up each petition with In love, O Love, make all things new.  

¶    The natural world that we might meet the creation sustainably 

¶    The people of God, for the motivation of the Holy Spirit 

¶    The persecuted and displaced people of the world 

¶    All who follow Christ, for growth in discipleship and service 

¶    Those in authority, for the right use of powers 

¶   Victims and perpetrators of violence, for healing and repentance 

¶    Those who have died,________,  may they rest in peace 

¶   For children, youth, and the vulnerable of every age 

¶    That those who wait on God will find renewal 

¶    That the saints on earth may be inspired by the saints in glory 

¶    For the needs and thanksgivings that are on our minds: 

 
The Collect of the day (here) or the following prayer is said 

God who helps us control our appetites; God of the righteousness we should be hungrier for: you know we 
are creatures whose minds and bodies, emotions and behaviors are deeply interconnected. Help us to 
listen to the wisdom beyond our rationality. Help us to connect our own basic needs to the needs of others, 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/daily-prayer/collects-suggested-canticles-refrains#p411a


so we long for what is right and work for what is shared. In the company of the bread of life, Jesus, we 
pray.  Amen. 
 
Courage comes from the heart and we are always welcomed by God, the [heart] of all being.  We bear 
witness to our faith, knowing that we are called to live lives of courage, love and reconciliation in the 
ordinary and extraordinary moments of each day.  We bear witness, too, to our failures and our complicity 
in the fractures of our world.  May we be courageous today.  May we learn today. May we love today.    
Amen. 
 
God of the change that begins from within, God of the difference that starts with our learning: Turn our 
discomfort and our impulse to look away into curiosity: drawing us in safely, leading us into better 
questions, replacing our assumptions with deeper understanding. And then may we see a change in 
ourselves and in how this story may play out. In the whispers of our Storyteller, Jesus the Christ we pray.  
Amen. 
 
God in our private prayers, God in our corporate worship: we give thanks that the work of bringing before 
you our best and bringing out our better selves is not something we have to do alone. We can attend to the 
divisions of which we are a part by setting them before you; by naming and acknowledging together our 
hatred and our violence. In so doing, may we magnify the love and peace you name as worthy of our 
devotion. In the promised mercy of the One Lord God of the Universe we pray.  Amen. 
 

OTHER COLLECTS AND PRAYERS (if desired) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Said in whatever language is closest to your heart 

 

THE CONCLUSION 
May God who made both heaven and earth bless us with peace.    
Alleluia, Alleluia, Amen. 
 
 
 
This follows the outline of Prayer During the Day from CoE, Wednesdays; working from both the trial and 

published versions. 
Readings are from the NRSV or CEB translations of the Bible.   

Collects adapted from the Corrymeela Community. 

Created by Christ Church, Ridley Park in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
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